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This monograph e w e r s  the  operations of Company B, l 4 l d  Infantry. 

36th Division at the  Siegfried Line. WiaaembarpDorronbuth area, 19-aD 

Maroh, 1945, during t h e  Bat t le  of the  8- Palatinate. 

To give the  reader an appreeiatien oi t h e  plcture, t h e  oondition 

and st rength of the troops iavolvedr it w i l l  be nwss.srp t o  per tmy in 

a b r i d  manner. e w e  ef the  events pr ie r  t o  th i a  retien. 

After a long and b i t t e r  winter in fhe Volgos M6untairrcrl on t h e  

15th of Yarch. 1945. t h e  Swenth Witad  S t a t e s  &my W ~ I I  aa t h e  bordere 

of Germrap and the  Skar Palatinate. t h e  second r iches t  industr ia l  area 

within the  O.r.an Reich. (1) (8.0 Hap A) 

The 36th Infantry Division had landed at Beathern Franoe on the  

15th h g a s t ,  19U as m aesault  Division of the 8 w u t t h  &my a d  had 

part ic ipated thrcngh a l l  of the S w a t h  Army operations from the  

Riveria baaohm t o  t h e  Bine. l!t was emsidered an 'old aombat Divi- 

sion*, with e lwen isollthl, of aolbat in Italy and eight nanths h Fraaoe 

up t o  t h e  t i n e  of the  Tisseaberrg-Derrabaah operation. Tho D i v i s i a  

was o r i&iaa l l r  t h e  TlPtas National b a r d  Divioion and although it now 

hod vary feu t a a n s  l e f t ,  the  s p i r i t  narr still  there. (a) 

The 36th Division orossed the Meder River on the  15th Meroh 

1945 in t h e  first phaae of 'Operation Undertonen aad purrruod t h e  

G e r r a n s  for  more than 30 m i l e s  through de lwing  a o t i a e  and rough 

(1) L-1. p. 6958 (2) k3. 



t e r r a in  t o  t h e  City of lissembourg, plranee. Here t h e  Germane were 

t o  maice t h e i r  last outpost before the  Siegfried Line. (3) (see Yap 

A) 

The Saw Palatinate made a t r iangle  whioh u t e n d d  in to  the 

h e r i a a n  Third and awnnth &my Linen. It was t h e  only seetor  re- 

.mining treat of the  Bhine Biver t ha t  waa eb any importame induntri- 

i l l y  t o  the  Germans, therefore i t 'naa ncrcasauy t o  give it lm8edWa 

at tent ion aa sooa u the  t r o o p  c m l d  be made available t o  e l i s ina t e  

it. (4) (See Ylap 4 

\ The %mar Palat inate  is bounded on t h e  lha t  by t h e  Rbine River8 

t h e  North by t h e  Hoselle Riwr and the  South by the  I a u t e r 4 a r r e  River. 

l% ha6 f atr important terrain f eaturea r The m i n e  Valley, t h e  Eardt 

Mountains, the Saarbrueckon-Kaiscrrslautbr~)---lorma Oorrider and t h e  

Wmsruok Mwtains.  The =in oaP\mioation route was the  Aort ldouth 

Highway. running f r o r  Rapenau through Wisadmwg and landau a t  t h e  

foot of t h e  b r d t  YoPntaina. This waa t e  be t h e  rrjr of dvanoe of 

t h e  36th Division. (5) (See Nap 4 

 he Swenth b u y  had made advances i n t o  t h e  City of i l i l 6 . r  

bear$ in Deoember 1945, but due t o  the  lack of troops and t h e  German 

cewntemttaeks, it had beet4 f oroed t o  withdraw in January and for= 

a l i n e  running from just  ED& of lhguennu t o  a point North of 8-r- 

bruecksn where it joined t h e  Third Arw. (See Map 4. The initial 

phase of *Operation Undertone* wan t o  be aarr ied on w e r  f a n i l i a r  

ground t o  the  Seventh &my. (6) 

The Germno were not in  a good p a i t i o a ;  the advanom of the  

F i r s t  and Ninth h e r i e o n  & m i s s  t o  t h e  Uorth had e a u s d  t h a  t o  a h i i t  



troopr from t h e  Sanr Falat inate  t o  the  North, without @ t i n s  m y  

troop3 in return. m i l o  t h e  Gsrrans ware losing troops, t h e  UIsrioanr 

were gaining. The Seventh U. 8. A r q  now had a t o t a l  of eleven Zlrfan- 

t r y  Divisiens and three Armored Divisions, while it wsm reported by 

Sweath  &m OIP, 'the uamy probably w i l l  not oxesed nine Qir is ioru 

mado tip of 18 t o  80 U t t a l i o n s  of infantry with soma 150 t o  3.60 arm- 

ored vohiales, mostly self-pr opellad g u  s% ( 7 )  

The Third U. 8. Army s i t t i n g  on tho l o u l l v  River poised t o  

s t r i k e  was threatening tho Borth of the Palatinate. X f  a break- 

through were made by the Third 0. 8. &rq. t h e  Germurs t o  t h e  south 

would be threatened by an at tack from the  rear  and If a break-through 

were u 8 e  by t h e  Seventh U. 8. m, the  Wrmans t o  t h e  North urn18 

a l s o  be tltreataned by aq attack from t h e  rurr. The Csrmaas were in a 

posit ion t o  be cu t  off and maybe swrounded in t h e  p e ~ k o t *  There 

& o  both anitable t e r r a in  f o r  a defensive and some indications t h a t  

t h e  Germans m i g p l t  t r y  t o  hang on. 

01 accordonce with t h i s  eoncept. t h e  plan f o r  noperation tmder- 

tonem was canooived. There hod been two other plans writ ten and dis- 

cussed, k t  becauso at lack of troops and d.rvlopr.n0s in t h e  north. 

t h e  plans had t o  be rewrit ten and renamed. It was t o  be a eoosdina td  

attack with Third U. 8 .  Army, t h e  F i r s t  French krw ma Swenth Us  8. 

Army. Sixth US 8. Army Group hut been granted pun i . s ion  t o  coordi- 

nate the mwement of t h e  Third 0. 8. ky. south of tho Moselle. The 

F i r s t  French & l g ~  was t o  a t tack  pa ra l l e l  t o  t h e  east of t h e  Rhino River. 

the  Third 0. 5. Army wae t o  attaok from t h e  northwest and t h e  Seventh 

Army t o  attaok trom the  southwest, a l l  with the mission of a h a r i n g  

the  west bank of the Rhine. destroying the  enemy and r t a b l i s h i n g  a 

bridgehead aaross t h e  Skim. Speed was t o  be a v i t a l  faotor  in t h e  

( 7 )  bit P* 696. 



operation i f  success w a s  t o  be ua8iw.d. ( 8 )  

The operation was t o  be supported by air i r o n  t h e  X I 1  Tactical  

A i r  Canaand. (9) 

The V I  Corps was t o  be t h e  r igh t  Gorp of Seventh U. Ii. boy .  

It was t o  have t h e  Third Algeriaa Tnfantry Division. 10% Xnfantry 

D i ~ i s i o n s  486 Iniantry Division, 36th Infantry Division a d  the 14th 

Armored Division in Corps reserve. (10) (See Usp B)o .The nission 

of the  VI Oorp w a s r  To attack on D Dayt secure t h e  Bitche-Hqumau 

reed, continue t h e  attaok and penetrate the  Biegiried Line. l% was 

t o  a s s i s t  t h e  edvance of XV Corp, capture Landau and ileustadt and 

destroy the  e n q  in sons. (11) 

The 36th Division w a s  t o  attack in  t h e  Hagwmu area  (sea Map 

B). I t9s  misa)JI w a s  t o  secure t h e  Hayenau-Wissembourg hiaway for 

a supply route fo r  the  V I  Co~psj  penetrate t h e  Siegfried Llne an6 coa- 

t inue t o  se ize  Landau. The 36th Oerman Infantry Divirrion w a s  defend- 

ing t h i s  area, thus the  at tack wan t o  be t h e  Merieaa 36th infantry 

Division versus the Gurm 36th W a n t r y  Division. (18) 

After a two day bat t le ,  the  1486 Infantry mecared t h e  town of 

Usrtswiller and became division reserve. The 143d W a n t r y  ads a 

l e f t  flank envelopment and passed ahead of the l4ad Infantry and 

moved on into Dieffenbaoh. (13) (See Map B) 

The Division pushed en and on t h e  morning of 19 March, the  l e t  

and ad Battalions of t h e  1486 intantry seised lissembourp a f te r  s p o r d i c  
I 

encounters. (14) 

The men of Company B, 14% Jnfantry were t i r e d  as they had been 

t h e  leading Company pf t h e  Battalion csiiloe t h e  jw~sff .  QIstraltias 

were being f e l t j  f i ve  man were k i l led  and twelve wounded, inclwding 



t h e  1st platoon leader in the  l a a t  th ree  days. The Company h d  1-t 

about ten men due t o  t h e  long mesaham and from combat fatigue. thus 

t h e  company was dwn t o  about eighty percent in strbugth* (15) 

The Division planued t o  a t taak north from Visserbourg with 1 C l s t  

m a n t r y  on t h e  r igh t  of t h e  Vissemb~g.Bergsabern road and t h e  l42d 

on t h e  left with the  road iaalueive. The 1Md M a n t r y  was in Division 

reserve. (16) 

On the  &ternom of 19 Yaroh. 1946, t h e  148d Infantry m o d  out 

of lissef&ourg on foot, preoeded by a platoon frola the  36th Beomaa- 

ZWUMb Troop. The 1st Battalion moved d i r ec t ly  north on t h e  B e r p  

! =barn .. Vissembourg h i m  and the  ad Battalion t o  the  l e f t  ea a 

oroas-country route. The 36 Battalion wam t o  move in to  Viaaerbourg 

m d  remain in Emgiaental reserve. The BegU~ent planned t o  pumue 

t h e  Germans t o  t h e  Biogfried Line and if possible, offeat a surpr ise  

attaok imraediately with 1st and 88 Bat ta l iow t o  breaeh t h e  Line. 

There was a platoon of tanks attaohed t o  t h e  1st Battalion from t h e  

7536 ~ a n k  Battalion. (17) (see ~p C) 

The 1st Battalion Co-der, Limt-t Oolonel J~aae61 L. Minor. 

issued an order on 19 llsrch a t  Yisseabourgj it's oontbnts were1 @It 

is not believed the S i e g f r i d  Line is iaaaaod in great rtrength* We 

I are  t o  move out a s  soon as  possible, north mp t h e  highrag un t i l  cm- 

tao t  is L s e .  Let your men mareh as light as possAble& keep your 

ca r r i e r s  5a t h e  colrua with you and be ready f o r  anything. Lowery 

(Major, Battalion lkwpltive Ohfleer), w i l l  give you the  order of mar& 

and the administrative details*. The order of -ah was t o  bet Platoon 

36th Ilraonnaissanae Troop. 1st p la tom of Coapany O on t h e  platotooaa of 

(15) Parsonal borl .dge; (16) Ad,  Personal kwm1.dg.g (17) l.C, 

Personal Iramrldge. 
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tanks, the  reminder or C Coqgany on foot. A Company. Elattalion Cam- 

and Group, B Qonpany .ad D Company. The Battalion Beadquarters OaPOaaJ 

was t e  move by bound. in rear  of t h e  oolun. Badion were t o  be opened 

i~mediataly. The maroh was t o  be a eoluma on each s i b  e r  t h e  road. 

Terrain maps ef one w e r  twenty-fire thonsanda sf t h e  area north of 

Xissellbourg were issued* (18) 

Major General John E. W l q n i s t ,  then Division Colslander of the 

36th Infantry Division a r r i r d  a t  the  Battalion OB..snd Post just  a6 

t h e  Battalion offieera were leaving a f t e r  reaeir ing the  Battalien order. 

He was overheard by t h e  oompany oonuurders t o  say: We have got t h u  

on t h e  r*n. Patten's f o r c w  have brokon through and t h e  enemy's o a ~ n n i -  

cat iens  a re  disrupted. I e  have got t o  push them before they can get 

orpani~ed*. (19) 

The 1st Battalion reaohed t h e  border of hi.rnanp it about 1500 

hours, 19 Y a d  1945, three kilometrrs north of Visssmbotlrg. It wn.s 

a t h r i l l i n g  moment a s  the column pawed under t h e  mawwry arobroy 

over the highway, knowing t h a t  the  l e t  Battalion, 148d Infantry wru 

the  first uni t  of t h e  Division t o  be en aatual  German soi l .  This w a s  

a great morale booster. One could hew and aot ioe the differenas in 

tome of t h e  conversations dcnrn t h e  colp.n* (80) 

O o l p k a y  B was marching a s  l i g h t  as possible. A l l  but erre bando- 

l i e r  of amunition had been picked up from t h e  rifle men in lissez&ourg. 

The mortars and w h i n e  $una were en t h e  weapmw oorriere which were 

following immediately behind the weapons platoon on t h e  rear  of the  

aolrun. The truck with blanket r o l l s  had hot had a chance t o  oatoh 

up with the  company siace l u r i n g  Mertrri l lor en 17 Marah* The oollgany 

(18) Pers-al imal&ge;  (19) Pwsonal bowledge; (20) H, 
Personal knarladge. 



was carrying its nomal aombat rations;  m u t h i r d  0-Ration and one- 

t h i rd  Krration, supplemented with a half pound of ooffee and a o m  oi 

evaporated milk f o r  every three men. The morale was *. high as t h e  

oollpaay o~111~(~nder had over seen it. The men of -any B knew tha t  

t h i s  was the  beginning of t h e  end. (21) 

The aompany had made ure serious mistake pr ior  t o  the i n i t i a l  

a t tack  and t ha t  w a s  &out tweaty..five percent of t h e  m.n still had 

t h e  winter shoo-paaka tha t  were issued durlng the  winter is the  

mountaim. The mon oould be s e w  hebblbg along with sore f e e t  and 

heard oomplaining of t h e i r  shoes. It is believed tha t  sa re  casarl- 

t ies  occurred t o  t h e  company at a very o r i t i c a l  tima due t o  t h i s  

The celrua passed through Schweigen an8 Rechtsnbaah. (see Map 

C). These towns were not defended a d  t h e  few oiv i l ians  there  had 

white f l a p  hangbg t r a  the  windemu, altheu$b they were not pleaeed 

t o  see the her ioans.  (23) 

l'& was a d e a r  spring day, t h e  sun was shining and t h e  r o l l k g  

country and t h e  plowed f i e l d s  would make one think of a typ ica l  spring 

day b the  States. (24) 

THIO IMI OBEICQTT- 

The RecoMaioeence pZatoon and the  tank platooa d r w e  in to  Obw- 

Otterbaoh bat awn  a f t e r  the first vehicles entered t h e  town, they were 

met with a ha i l  of machine gan f i r e  and self-propell.8 f i r e  frea the  

heights j u s t  north of t h e  torn. This w a s  t h e  Siegfried Wne( The 

first elemeats of the 1st Battalien had contawbed the a a e y  a t  1600 

hourst 19 Maroh. 1W. The a iv i l i sns  in OberuOEterbaab had B e u  

(81) Personal knowledges (22) Persenal Knowledget (23) A d ,  
Personal k n w l d g e ~  (a) Personal knowledge. 



campletely evacuated. The tanks pulled ba& and mrpperted 0 and A 

aorrpaniee by f i re .  C q q  A lef t  the  road and deployed t o  the l e f t  

while Co*paay C aontinued up the  road in to  the  torm. The kr- 

had t h e  town regis tered with a r t i l l e q  and 8s soon as  OUT lead e l r  

m a t 0  antered. they t i r e d  a s t rong barrage whioh oaught O company 

just a t  the  outskir ts  of the  teun. (25) 

B OaPpcmy Conaandu order& the platoons t o  take t h e i r  a r t m i -  

t i on  from the c v r i e r a  and the weapon8 platoon t o  ruro*e it's equip- 

m n t  and weapons also. & t h i s  WM being done, t h e  k-s threw r 

h e a v  Nebelwerfer barrage (German heavy rocket) onto t h e  o o l w a ~ ~  

The weapons platoon leadv racl h i t  by a pieoe of shrapnel in the  

f oet and had t o  be evaauate8. 

The aompany dug i n  in  the f i e l d .  on t h e  r i @ t  of the road. 

Company & was sent d m  the la side  of t h e  road in to  t h e  

t m n s  a twehour f i r b f i g h t  f ollowud and C corgany was cut  dorn t o  

Compauy P and the remnipder of the colrun had drawn baok i n t o  

Bachtsnbach t o  gain cwu f r m  t h e  Nebelwerfor bnrrages rhiak were 

now f a l l i n g  i n t e m i t t e n t l y  along t h e  road from Bscbtenbach t o  Obe- 

Otterbaahe (a7) (See Map 0) 

A t  1800 hours, B Campany Comander receive4 a radio message 

f roa  the Bsttalion Co-der t o  move h L  omPpany i n t o  t h e  eas t  

portion of Ober-Otterbmh. The Company CollaMder went ferward and 

reoanneitered a roa te  i n t o  the  town. The capany eoald move t o  the 

r igh t  of the  road about 900 yarda and be make4 from enmy ebserva- 

t i o a  u n t i l  it a m l d  get withim c handre4 y u d s  of the  first houses 

om the  outsk i r t s  of the town. The campany deployed ewh  platoan fa 

(25 h1, p. 7188 id$ Persaml Irnowl.alge# (86)  PeNonal knorledge~ 
(271 Personal knnlodge. 



a wedge fona t ien .  Due t o  the  narrow draw t h a t  the compmy was t o  go 

through, it awed out in a congang column with an order* 1st. 3d 

wecapens and 2d platoms. Limt-t W i l l i a m  0. ~ e p k e ,  t h e  company 

cmcecutise officer. had taken command of t h e  first platoon. The move 

was completed in order and upon reaahing t h e  t a n .  the  eorpcmy e m &  

er received another order f r o a  t h e  ba t ta l ion  comoander t o  a w e  the 

company across t o  the  weat s ide of town m d  clear about twenty hoaeee 

of some G e r m s  who were f i r i n g  in to  t h e  flanks of A collpanJr in t h e  

center of town. (813) 

The l i t t l e  town of Ober-Otterbaah was taking a t e r r i f  is pottad.- 

ing from German ar t i l l e ry .  (a) A number of primonere who had been 

taken by Coqany 0, reported t h a t  they had orders t o  s t ay  in the  tam 

t o  t h e  lsst man. This seemed strange a s  the  pillbaecea UI t h e  Siegfr ied 

Line could be seen werlooking t h e  town l e s s  than 200 yards away and 

it seemed they should be manning then. (30)  

Ooapany B roved across town i n  c 0 1 ~ ~  taking ower  of the  ba i l& 

ings and by rushes through t h e  Back yards. Sean a f t e r  it ha& crosged 

t h e  road through t h e  oenter of town, t h e  c q a y  commander met the  

bat ta l ion commander who said. b e  have had orders from Ibghent  t o  

c lear  the tewa and hold for  t h e  night* the  secona bat ta l ion Is going 

t o  a$taak inmediately just  west of the  town and t r y  t o  get through 

the  Linem. The company continued an and by the  time the  ooqpany 

commander had moved up t o  it, the  company had oocupied the  houses 

aloag the  most west roa4 of the  town without resistance* (31) (See 

llap a 
Aa sooea ss the houses were o w u p i d ,  the b r u u r s  f i r e d  auto.  

matia small arms from the  pil lbaxes above t h e  houssa. This reotribted 

(28) Personal knoaldgei (89) &l, p. 712. Persaaal knowledge: 
(50)  Personal knowledge& (31) Personal knowlsdge. 



f r ee  movement in the  road as f ive  of t h e  houses were on fir* and 

oven though darkness was closing in, the  Germans had e%cellent oMe* 

vat ion aver B Oonpanyas area from t h e  l i g h t  of i h e  burning houses. (32) 

There was one gap of about 100 yards in the  l i n e  of houses along 

t h e  road. Beyond t h i s  gap was a group of about six houses, (see Map 

C). where the  firmt platoon had a squad. The coupany coraaoder d id  

not f e e l  t ha t  t h e  eqtlad was su i t i c i en t  so  he ordered t h e  2d platoon 

with the machine gan section attached t o  awe through the  oorpany 

and garrisoln t h e  houses beyoad the  gap. This l e t  t h e  f irst  squad of 

1st platoon move back a c m e  the  gap. The oompany was then reorganioed 

ia the  houses along t h e  road in t h i s  ordor from West t o  East: The ad 

platoon, l e t  platoon. Headquarters Group, M o r t a r  Section and t h e  3d 

platoon. (33) 

Wire was ins ta l led  as soon as t h e  reorganization was completed 

and then seand pmer  telephones were i n  t o  a l l  platoons. L t h i s  

w a s  going on, the  ba t ta l ien  ins ta l led  t h e  -8 i i d d  telephone f rm 

bat ta l ion in the capany command post. (34) 

No aasual t ies  had occurred t o  B Company while moving into town. 

The corpany, beliewing tha t  it was going t o  s t ay  in  the  town fo r  t h e  

night, re8 in good spir i ts .  The blanket-rolls had reached t h e  batta~. 

l ion and carrying pa r t i e s  from Corpany B were sent baak t o  the  outskir ts  

of the town t o  bring blanket-rolls, a bag of clean swLs, ra t ions  and 

water t o  t h e  a w a a y .  (35) 

The small arm f i r e  from t h e  Siegfried Line and the  a r t i l l e r y  

had ceased and everythiag w a s  quiet except f o r  t h e  crackling of the  

burning houses and t h e  noise caueed by walls and roofs fall ing.  It 

was a cool* d e a r  spring night with t h e  won cast ing shadms over 

the  burning town. (36) 

(32), (33), (34). (35), (36) Peraond knowledge. 



The coapan~i organized sentry posts along t h e  road of houses f o r  

the  night. One half of the  ompang w a s  t o  s t ay  awake on guard while 

t h e  other half slept.  (37) 

THE FIRBT ATTACK OBI THE SIEOFBIE3 L m  

A t  2300 hours, 19 Maroh, 1845, t h e  company commander reoeived 

a telephone message from the  Battalien 8-3 t o  aaserble t h e  eompnny 

on t h e  eastern side ot town on the  cagtinuation of the  Bast-Want 

road. (See Map 9). and be prepared t o  attaok. The company commander 

tried t o  learn what the  mission or plan wast but he w a s  cut  off i r o n  

the  convereat ion. (38) 

It took nearly an hour t o  assemble the company arrd get it ready 

t o  move. The movement was r e s t r i c t ed  because a6 the  men left t h e  

houses, the Germans again f i r ed  from the  pillboxes ln to  t h e  houses. 

la t h e  ad platooa was novlnlng out, a me manger from Company Readquarten 

w a s  w-ed by a Miper  and short ly  thereafter.  t h e  W platoon leader 

WM worraded in t h e  arm; it is belisved by the  same sniper. (39) 

The following hour was a perioa of u t t e r  confusion. The company 

moved acror8 torn, crawling over and mder debris. wire and fences, 

and the  man continually wanting t o  know. 'what i n  he l l  is going on'. - 
Tho company co-der was at a loss  f o r  word* as he d id  hot know him- 

self. As Oonpany B reached t h e  rector tha t  was designated f o r  the  

ass*mbly. it found m a n y  6 in the  same sector* To l e t  t h e  company 

close pp would have p l m &  about 500 m e n  i n  a road about 8 hundred 

yards in depth. The company commader halted B Oomprryi which w a s  

non s p r e d  out in c o l s n  across t h e  town. (40) 

6% about 2330 hours, t h e  Battalion Oemmander wt B Ompa~y CODEM 

ander and gave him t h e  following erder t  *The las t  Infantry has oon- 

(37) .  (38). (39) (40) Personal knowledge. 



taat with us on our right. We a r e  t o  t r y  an at tack through the dragons 

tee th  with A arrd B Oompanies and t h e  platoon of tanks. A Coapany w i l l  

lead art with the  traLs a d  yo\l f011m in 00l\lllll9s The Battalion C- 

ander did not designate a r a t e  M it i a  believed t h a t  he d id  not know 

jus t  where he would W e  the r t taak,  however t h i s  i~ ent i re ly  an aosump 

t ion  en t h e  author's &art. (41) 

The Company Commander had time t o  make a map reoonnairsanae of 

t h e  area. It shored a l l  f l a t  land with the  usual sunken f i e l d  rord., 

r u i n g  perpendicular t o  the  Siegfried Line. (See Map 0). The Line 

i t s e l f  hrd not been reoonnoitered but t h e  Yap showed it t o  have a 

staggered column of th ree  row of dragon tee th  (aement t r i a n p l a r  

blocks aboat three f e e t  high). (42) 

The platoen leaders were oalled forward and given t h e  s i tuat ion 

aad t h e  fellowing instruations by the  Ooapauy Corrmonder. We don't 
! 

know if t h e  dragons tee th  a re  defended. The l 4 k t  has a m t &  oa ow 

r igh t  and t h e  ?d bat ta l ion is attacking on t h e  left. W s  a r e  t a  f o l l a  

Coqpany A out i n  oolum and wtte.ok t o  t h e  l e f t  i n to  t h e  dragons tee th  

from a point somewhere darn t h i s  road whi& we a r e  nor on. The tanks 

m e  moving out with Oompsny k Oompany C is remaining in town. We 

w i l l  rovs out in the same order a s  wa are  mow ins have your men p i l e  

t h e i r  bedrolls in platoon pi106 and h a v e  a m u d  with t h e 4  I w i l l  

be a t  t h e  head of the  ooltun and w i l l  give you orders by 536 radiom. 

(43) 

The tanks mwed rp thrwgh the  oolrun and the  men shrrddered 

t o  think of the a r t i l l e r y  they would probably d r a w .  Cvapaay A moved 

out and Oapany B followed. The rormation moved about 300 yard. east 

on t h e  road when t h e  tanks could be heard pul l iag out into t h e  f i e l d  

(41). (4a) (43) Personal knowledge. 



north of the road. Tha fo rmt i en  continued on and soon B Company 

Commander met the  Battalion CB1Prander coring baak down t h e  road who 

said,  have sen t  two platoons of A Oorpnny and three  tanks at 

across the field*. Ho had just  s a id  t h i s  when two Qerma~ f l a re s  

went up ever the  f i e l d  t o  t h e  left. Company B w a 8  in the  sunken road 

and immediately they s ta r ted  Yo d i g  i n t o  t h e  f e r t i l e  banks slang t h e  

sides. The tanks could be neon very plainly si lhouetted on the  field. 

The Battalion Comander l o f t  and went forward up tth .OlUBUr The 

tanks start ad t o  more forward again but thia  time they drew f i r e  from 

an estimated eight Oarran machine guua, t o  the i r  front., The tanka 

could be heard coming back across the  field.  (66) 

The Battalion Oommader rgaln car. r a a ~ i n g  down t h e  road and 

gave B Company Commntlar the  following ordert %wo your company - 
back into it's or iginal  posit ion in town - g g i n s n t  has oal led t h e  

at tack off - get them oat of here bvfore they get a r t i l l e r y  on uau. 

(45) 

Ths Company Oo-der not i f ied the platoon leaders by 636 radio 

ahd ordered them t o  withdraw under individual platoon oontrol. It w a r  

a hasty withdrawal. The Oompany Ooesaader ran a l l  the  wny back t o  the  

town but he nwer  ca'ught t h e  rear of h i s  coqpatay u n t i l  ho rerched the  

buildings in  t h e  tonn. Company A folloned Company B in cuasrtly t h e  

same auuurer and the tanks followed a t  the rear  of the  a01uiUL. The 

mws was aompletod a t  a x a c t u  t h e  r igh t  t b e  as the  anticipated artl- 

l l e r g  barrage h i t  the  f i e l d  just  .s the  rear  elements of OOmpeUy A 

clsared in to  the tomb (46) 

Company B, upon reaohing i t %  original  posit ion on t h e  west 

s ide of tcnn a t  about OmO, Xi Welt 1946. had a chmk f o r  c u a a l t i e s  

(44). (46). (46) Personal knowladge. 



and missing. Hone were found+ It was a r e l i e f  t o  know that t h e  with- 

drawal was completed in good order a f te r  suah a b r i d  and loose order 

wan given f o r  it. (47) 

&aeriean small arm f i r e  could be heard ia t h e  h i l l s  above t o  

t h e  northwest of t h e  company's posit ion a b w t  600 yards awaj (See llap 

D). The ad Battalion at tack WM going well. but slowly. A t  abeut 

0400 hours, two man from the  26 Battalion oam i n to  B Oompany'a pwi -  

t i on  with eight prisoners. Boretime duriag t h e  night, a forward data&- 

u n t  from t h e  ad Battalion a id  s t a t ion  had ins ta l led  a fenmrd aid st* 

t ion  i n  one of t h e  houses in t h e  ad platoon area and was routing it8 

wounded thrstlgh t h e  ad platoon's position. (48) 

20 MhZ&3& 194s AT OBEROTTEFBA~ 

Tbe 20 Narch, 1945 gave Coopany B t h e  r e s t  it had Baea nwding 

f o r  t h e  past four dags. The oompany stayed ia poeitien and t h e  men 

eleaned the i r  wrrrgons and had a chance t o  wash and get them16l~eS 

c l ~ a ~ d  UP a bi t .  (49) 

A t  lo00 hours t h e  Csllpany 00-ders were eal led t o  t h e  B a t t a -  

l i on  Command Post whioh was looatad i a  a large house on t h e  maiu hi+ 

way from Wissubearg on t h e  sopth side of tarn. Lieutenant Colonel 

lGinor inforaad t h e  Oompany Coruurders t h a t  the  1st Battalion hd be- 

oome Regimental reserve and tha t  t h e  M Battalion had attaekod sorb 

whore t o  the  wwt of the  Bd Battalion, t ha t  the  1st Battalion would 

be p r e p a r d  t o  exploit any break-through Prde by e i ther  t h e  ad or 34 

BattalioM. The nen were t o  get as much r e s t  a s  possible and t o  re- 

plenish any shortages of ammanition and equipmonk (50). 

The day WM quiet  with a l y  intermittent mortar cencentrations 

(47). (48) Personal knowlod@i (49) pO, Permma1 knowledget (50) 
Personal knowladgo, 



f a l l i n g  on t h e  town. although t h e  a t t w k  of the  8d Battalion raged 

l e s s  than a thouslad yards away and there WM a oontinual flow of 

woanded and prisoners coming through B Company' s area a l l  day. (51) 

N i g l n t  o l o s d  in and everyone hoped fo r  a ohance t o  remain in 

t h e  oomiortable, though oronded, houses f o r  t h e  night. (5a) 

A t  about 2100 houra, 20 March, t h e  Company Oommanders w a r s  

called t o  the  Comaand Post t o  reaeiva an a t t w k  ordare (53) 

It. 001. Minor informed the  Company Oorpanders t h a t  the  34 

Battalion had attaokett t h e  Siegfr ied Line a t  Grassberg (See Map E)' 

and had be- s ~ a o e s s f u l  ia w h i w i n g  surprise. The 36 Battalion had 

made a penetration of unknown depth, but had suffered heavy oasual t im 

and was p r m t i c a l l y  out of a m n i t i o n .  'fhe 1st Battalion was t o  a w e  

up t h e  draw itmediately in f r m t  of t h e  Siegfr ied Line (80. Yap a) 

and continue t h e  attar& through the  3d Battalion. It would be a most 

precarious move a s  the draw direot ly  in f ront  of the  B i e g r i d  

Line and any deteation by the Germma ef the  movement in the  draw was 

sure  t o  briug a r t i l l e r y  onto t h e  Battalion and t h e  oolwu would be 

within effeatilre r a g e  of small orno f i r e  all of the way. Complete 

s i lence  and s t e a l t h  wae the  only method by which t h e  move oollld be 

suooesefully accomplished. (64) 

The weather was favorable fo r  the  move aa the  s k i e s  had oloudad 

wor and it was a very dark night' 

The order of rrarch of the  Battalion would be: CcPlpani~ B. A, 

.Headquarters, D and C. Coqmniss A and B were t o  have a platoon of 

maahine guns a t twhed  from Co~pany b. aoupany B waa  t o  no t i iy  Ba t t a -  

(51) A-4, Personal knowled@$ (58), (63) Personal knowledge# (54)  
b4, Personal knowledge. 



l ion  when it was ready t o  move and then move out on orQer from Batta- 

lion. (55) 

It was made very clsar t o  t h e  Company Commanders tha t  COloael 

George hL Ignoh, 14% Infantry Regimental Commander. expmted t h i s  t o  

be $he f i n a l  attaok and t h e  breach of t h e  Siegfried Line. (56) 

Ant 1-tank Company and t h e  Intell igencs and Baoonnaissaaoe 

platoon whiah were t o  bd employed a s  a Bifle Company were on t h s f r  

way t o  re l ieve t h e  l e t  Battalion as  Begbental  rsserve and t o  hold 

t h e  town of Ober-Otterbaah. ( 57 )  

B Conpany Commander was iaioraed at t h e  Battalion Comaand Post 

t ha t  t h e  3d platoon leader* 1st L i w t m a n t  Robert G. Fut t re l l ,  had 

orders there t o  re turn t o  t h e  Zene of Inter ior  on rotation. The 

Battalion Commander indioated tha t  if t h e  Company Cmmmdar s o  wished, 

he could withhold the  orders un t i l  a f t e r  the attack. The Company 

Commander did not dea i r s  t e  do so. However, t h i s  l e f t  t h e  Company 

srtramely short  of of f icers  as the  only officers no* r e a a i 4 n g  wbw 

Lieutenant V i l l i a m  0. wpke, the  Coapany Ereautive Gfficer who wm 

now acting aa the  1st platoon l d e r ,  urd t h e  Company Oommtdw. The 

other offioera had been wounded and evacuated in previous phaf~ea of 

t h e  operation. (58) 

The Com~any Coam~du '  had a very able u s i s t a u t  in t h e  Ar t i l l e ry  

Forward Obrerver, l e t  Lieutenant John V. Smith, who had been attaotrea 

t o  Company B throughaat t h e  operation. This off icer  was oapsble of 

performing h i s  duties a. Art i l l e ry  Forward Observer and a l s o  was an 

able t a c t i c a l  oomander. He rb l iwed t h e  Congany Commander mauy times 

of administrative details .  (59) 

(55)* (56) Peraonal icaowldge; (57) W ,  Statement of ~ ~ l o n e l  Reorgo 
IP. web, then Co-der U2d Infantry. 36 Division en 10 January, 
l969$ (58), (59) Personal knorledge. 



The platoon leaders were cal led t o  the Cornand Poet t o  

receive the  order and in t h e  meantiae a m h i n e  gun platoon leader 

from Company D, l e t  Lieutenant W i l l i a m  D. h i s ,  arrived a t  the Cab 

p a y  Connand Peat with his  platoon. The cemprrrg Cosaklrder r s s u b l e d  

the  of f icers ,  t h e  platoon sergsaats, platoon guides, P i n t  8ergeant 

U4d the  oemmunhation Sergeant in the ce1l.a of t h e  Oo-d Poet t o  

hear t h e  order. He informed thsp  of t h e  mireir*l and t h e  route. The 

I form%ion f o r  t h e  march waa t o  be: con par^ oeluma in order: 

Platoon. Company Xeadquarters. Naohine Gun platoon, Mortar Beotion B' t and t h e  l a t  platoon with Light W i n e  Ow, Seation rttmhed. There 
'% 

w a s  t o  bm aboolute eilenee during the  march and l i gh t  disoipl ine was 

t o  be observ.8. (60) 

The platoon 8ergeants rrmorended tha t  the  baeio load of amuanl- 

t i e n  be increased f r o a  two bandoliers t o  at l e a s t  th ree  f o r  t h e  rifle- 

men. The Company Celphllder caacnrr6d with t h i s  and Lieutenant Lewis 

agreed t o  increase h i s  aaohine gun ammit ion.  Fach sun waa t o  carv 

at l eas t  r i ve  frag.satatidn grenades. This additional weight was a 

burdsa ea t h e  men fo r  t h e  maroh, but having the  m t r a  amunition scud 

t o  give them more confidants. (61) 

The blenket-roll# were p i led  at Oorpsay Ooaand gost and t h e  586 

radios were checked. Each radio operator w a s  oarrying two extra batt-  

e r i e s  and there  was an ex t ra  &0.& %O radio bat tery t o  be carr ied 

by the Cellparry Command Groqg. W h  squad leader had a seaad p a s r  

telephone and ea& platoon had an Elb8 f i e l d  telephone and a ree l  of 

VD 1 l D  wire. (68)  

The platoons reported t o  t h e  Company Commander as soon as they 

w e n  ready t o  march and the  Company W b r  notified Battalion by 



radio. (63) 

Lieutenant Colonel Minor inforred the  Coqpany Commander t h a t  he 

would march at the head of the oolrprer and t o  await h is  a r r i v a l  'breforb 

a w i n g  out. (64) 

A t  &out 2300 howel  80 Naroh 1045, the  Battalion awed out of 

Ober-Gtterbaoh. aovfng along the weat oontirruation of the  Es6 tdes t  

r o d  through t h e  tonn. (see Map IL). After marching fsr about 500 

yards t h e  road ctaiu t o  a dead end and t h e  roate  continued on a Wagon 

t r a i l  wemt through tho draw. (65) 

A squad from tho 8d plateon had been s a t  out t o  preosde the  

column by a b w t  50 yards f o r  s e c n r i t j  purposes. (66) 

Ths marah was slow and it was i rperat ive tha t  cmtaot  be ash- 

tained. The men were loaded heavily and there were fal1.a t r ees  nnd 

rocks along t h e  t r a i l  whhh made walking diff iaul t .  (67) 

After t h e  Battalicn had moved about one m i l d .  Lieutenant Colonel 

Minor thought he might have passed t h e  place selected t o  turn north 

up t h e  steep r i d p  t o  t h e  3d Battalion's position. SboP after, Word 

8- up the  column - n t h e r ~  a r e  6ix men from the 3d Battalion in t h e  

oolumnU. The men l a t e r  were ident S l e d  t o  be a oarryiag par ty  with 

ammnitien and water f o r  t h e  3d Battalion. The Sergeant in eharge 

of the par ty  agreed t o  guide the  Battalion in to  the  position. (68) 

'Phe n i a t  was quiet a d  diecipl ine along t h e  columm w a s  excel- 

lent. Not a sound could be heard axoept f o r  an oao~u-1 r a t t l e  of 

an a ~ ~ n n i t i o n  bax wer the  rocks. Breryee  meemad t o  r e a l i s e  t h e  

danger tha t  was only a stone'm throw may. 

The oolum turned north. pull ing and dragging i t s e l f  up the  

s teep banks.\ (gee llap B). After noving abmt  100 yards. it came 

(69). (64) Personal knowledgbf (65) 1.4, Perscaal krmledg.$ (66) 
(67). (68) Personal knml&ge. 



upon t h e  first obstocl a of t h e  S i e g f r i d  W me. lhe Germans lsnd f e l l  

the  treea about a hundred yardm in f ront  of tho Line and had created 

an obstacle of abeut 100 yards ia depth, running p u a l l e l  t o  the  f r a t  

of the line. The rolpntains a t  t h i a  point w e r e  extremely wood& and 

t h i s  ingmious obstaele was very offeetire w i n s t  Wantry.  It was 

v i r tua l ly  impossible t o  arawl under or thrmgh the  limbs. The enly 

oouree was t o  go over t h e  tep. It is e s t iu td  that it took the 1st 

Bat ta l ias  two hours t 0 get through t h i s  barrier. (69) 

The next obsteele encountered was a tangle of barbed wire, 

which did not appsar t o  have any pattern. It was J w t  t i e d  t o  treom 

and strewn hsphawdly  aaross the front  f o r  a depth of abort ten yards, 

Thi. o b t a a l e  had been cut  by the  3d Battolion and did ne t  delay the  

oo2umm* (70) 

After moving &mat another f i f t y  yards t h e  h a d  of tho ooltua 

came upon the f i m t  pil lbex ( ~ o a  #I, (See Yap 4). It w a r  surrounded 

by a trurah &out waist deep. Men of t h e  3d Battalion oould be aaen 

in the  trenchw throughout t h e  area. They proved t e  be Headquarten 

cmpaay of t h e  3d Battalien. (71) 

The M Battalion Conrander, Lt. Col. Bhorott 8 .  Simpon, met 

Lt. Col, Minor outeide the  pil lboa and informed Lt* 001. Minor t h a t  

he had guides there  t o  rove t h e  1st Battalion Ompanlea i n t o  poai- 

tion. (72) 

h guide from Oompany K waa there  t o  w i d e  Oompany B in to  it 'a 

p o s i t i ~ n .  The BorPraad~ ordered Lt. Bepke t o  t r k e  the  C ~ W E ~  

in to  position a s  t h e  Company C o ~ u n d e r  had been order6d.W Lt, Col. 

Minor t o  remain at t h e  36 Battalion Ce-d Post (See Map E), u n t i l  

the  Battalien had closed in the  W a r  (73) 

(69)- (70). (71)s (78). (73) Personal knowledge* 



hfter the  l a s t  Company had arrived in t h e  a r c t e a  Lt. Cola  Pinor 

gave instructions t o  t h e  Company Csmaudera t o  fe rn  the i r  companiw 

in &Sack f o m t i o n  and oo soon as  he could coordinate with the Sd 

Battalion, they would a t tack  and cut  the  transverse supply r d  

immediately in rear  of t h i s  pertion of the Siegfr ied Line. (See 

Map a). It w a s  now a b w t  0400 houre, 91 Ysroh 191S0 

The Battalion cloeed into t h e  area and t h s  compaaiee w e r e  

dispersed in the trenches throughout the  3d Bat ta l iea  area. bmpany 

B moved into K Company's posit ion and f w d  t h e  Capany had three 

large p i l lbares  (box- Bos. P.3, and 4). withia it's area. The 

pillboxes in t h i s  seotor worm d a rowad type abmt  t h i r t y  f e e t  in 

diameter and abeut twelve f e e t  high; large .nough t o  hold a r i f l e  

platoog. The men of many B dropped i n t o  t h e  trenches and most 

of t h u  had a chance t e  get s fen minutes alssp. 

Lt. 001. Hinor gave t h e  Wmpany Cuwnders  instructions fo r  the 

attack* It was loarned from t h e  9d Battalion tha t  probably forr e r  

f i v e  pillboaeo remnined t o  be o1ear.d before t h e  Line c w l d  be bre6- 

ah& The meqr ei tuat ioa .as net  known, althougb German sn&ers 

had been f l r i n g  in to  t h e  area during the  night f r e a  transhe8 &bout 

f i f t y  yards in f r o n t  of the  Battalien. Company B was t e  a t tack  ar 

t h e  r ight  throcigh Company K and Company A on t h e  l o f t  thratlgh Cempany 

LO The Battalion would jump off a t  0700 hoarse with tho mimion of 

out t ing the  road a t  t h e  rear  of the  Line. (74) (Bee Yap P)r 

'Ph. B Company Cauander went f errard t o  h i s  Company. It w . r  

neoessary t o  go t s  .rob platoon posit ion and give t h e  ias tmet lonr  

t o  indir idaal  platpen leaders. B w a s  a very brief order. Oaoh 

platoea was t o  form P. owadgo and assanl t  from its p resea tpwi t ion .  

(74) Personal bowledge. 



If a ~ y  acury f i r e  nas encountered a t  short range. every mu was t o  

f i r e  from t h e  hip and keep moving fonnrd. The 3d platoon was t o  be 

on t h e  r ight ;  t h e  2d en t h e  left; the 1st i n  oupport behipd the  3d. 

The Mortar Section and Coapay Eeadqu.rtsrs r e r e  t o  remsin i n  plaoe. 

The Maahin. hm platoon was t o  support the  a t tack  by f i r e  from pooi- 

t ions in rear  of pil lbar  PI The Light Machine 6w Sootion war t o  re- 

main attaohad t o  the  1st platoon and protect t h e  open r igh t  f l d ~ .  

There was no mention of keeping contast with 60apany A on t h e  lef t .  

(75) 

It 00 happened tha t  the toma t i en  caused l i t t l e  mwommt ia 

t h e  trenches pr ior  t o  t h e  attack. By aelnoidenae, Lieutentant Re@e 

had assigned platoon areas tha t  would just  aberlt f i t  t h e  attaok fo- 

pation. (76) 

Compaay B Jumped off a t  0700 honrs, 21 March 194% Tho l.ad 

sqa8ds had just oleared t h e  trencham when a Oeresn machine $an f i r e d  

in to  t h e  l e f t  f ron t  of the formation. •÷'he ground at t h i s  g o a t  f e l l  

off as  the Company had oleared the tap of t h e  ridge and t h e  German 

Bullets cracked in the t r e e s  abwe the men. The German maohlne gun 

was aswered with a Bail of r u l e  f i r e  from Oompamy Be 

Ewery man was out of the  trenohw norr r o v i ~ ~ o ~  an8 t h e  

lead rquad of the ad platoon had taken six prleoners and k i l l a d  two 

Germs a t  the machine gun gasition. ontside of pillbog 7. The Colc 

pany was & i l l  mwlng and again a pair of maohine p i s to l s  f i red  in to  

t h e  r igh t  flank of the 36 platoon. This caused return f i r e  t o  be 

delivered by t h e  M and 1st platoons t o  the  r igh t  front of the Colb  

PW. (77) (800 llap E). 

The platoon sergeant of t h e  3d platoon. Technioal Sergeant 

(75). (76) Personal knowlealga; (77) Statement of Toohnioal SWgsartt 
Frank Middleton, Squad Sergeant of 3d Platson, B OBapany, on January, 
1949, Personal knowledge. 



Jesse J. Doering, ordered h i s  platoon t o  aesault  t o  t h e  r ight  front. 

The platoon overran two pillboxes (5 and 6). and found about t en  

G e r m s  huddled in each, offering no resistance. Three or four of 

the prisoners in pillbox 6 were wounded by t h e  r i f l e  f i r e  from t h e  

3d and 1st platoons. (78) 

The Company Commander ordered t h e  1st platoon t o  paes through 

the  36 and dig  in  on the north slope of t h e  ridge on the  north s ide 

of the road. (See ldap E). The movement by t h e  1st platoon was am- 

omplished. The Ught  W h i n e  Gun section moved i n t o  pil lbac #o. 6 

and oovered t h e  approaoh qp t h e  road frrom t h e  East. 

The Company Commandor had just  reported t o  Battalion by radio 

tha t  t h e  Company was as t r ide  the road when a t e r r i f i c  barrage of 

Blebelwerfers ( l a s t ing  approximately 10 minutes), h i t  along the  road 

in the d i r ec t  oenter of the  colpany. The 1st platoon was osught 

under t h e  trees and suffered the  m o s t  with two nea k i l l e d  and four 

badly wounded, The remainder of the  company was able  t o  take oowr  

in the  p i l l b a e e  or in the  trenchee around t h a .  (79) 

Caapany A, a t tmking  on t h e  left  had not progressed from it's 

assembly p o a i t i ~ n .  & the  company a t t e ~ p t e d  t o  move at, a machine 

gun in p i l l%= no. 9, halted its attaok. The Company was never able  

t o  take the  boo and it was f i a a l l y  By-passed and l a t e r  in  the  dry it 

was surrowdsd and cu t  off. got u n t i l  then did the  Germs owupying 

pillbox no, 9 surrender. (80) 

Lt?  Col. Minor informed B Company Commander t o  remain in  posL  

t i a n  u n t i l  A Company oould capture p i l lbares  nos. 9 aad 10 and move 

onto t h e  road. It w a s  nor about 0830 hours. (81) 

B Cwany  Ar t i l l e ry  Observer had registered h i s  a r t i l l e r y  aloag 

(78). (79) 1 ( 8 0 ) .  (81) Persons1 bowlodge. 



t h e  draw t o  the f roa t  and G e r m  movement could be deteated along the  

next ridge. Our a r t i l l e r y  was being f i r e d  along t h e  ridge and i n t o  

t h e  tom of Dmranbach. (82) (0ee Map E) 

The south s ide of t h e  ridge t o  t h e  f ront  could be seen and 

there w a s  another ba r r i e r  of t rees  along its s ide  e i a i l a r  t o  the  

one t h e  Company had oranled over t h e  night barore. During t h e  day 

abetat six Germans i n f i l t r a t e d  into B Company's posit ion and swren- 

dered. Phey reported tha t  about f i f t y  Germane were on t h e  reverse 

r l q e  of the  ridge t o  t h e  froat. (83) (8ee lIaP 4 

A t  a b m t  1500 hours, B C~IR~EILV Commander received instruations 

from Lt. Col. Minor t o  continue the at taok and s i e m  Dorrenbach. The 

Battalion plan w a s  not arplawed at t h i s  tine. (84) 

The company Csauunder igDtructed the  1st and 2d platoons t o  in- 

f i l t r a t e  by squads down into t h e  draw and t o  cross the  t r e e  ba r r i e r  

t o  t h e i r  front. The Machine Gun platoon was t o  move t o  p i u b g r  He. 7 

and support t h e  at tack on the ridge by f i r e .  The 36 plato- was t o  

follow the 1st and t h e  Light @chine Gun seotion w a s  t o  re.ain in 

place and protect t h e  r ight  flat& of the  coqany by f i re .  (85) 

The move across t h e  t r e e  barr ier  was emnpleted by absat 1600 

and the  attaok f o r m t  ion was arranged with ad platoon on t h e  lef t  and 

1st on the  r igh t ,  in platoon wedges. The 38 platoon waB in physical 

contaot with the  rear of the  1st plateon and Company Headquarters w a s  

following t h e  24 platoon i n  column. (86) 

After t h e  quick success in t h e  pillboxes, the  platooa leaders 

(82).  (85 ) .  (64). (85). (86) Personal knowledge* 



wanted t o  use t h e  saw troties f o r  t h i s  attaok aad t h e  Wmpany Cosl- 

ander agreed. AIS soon a s  .nomy oontaet w a s  made, werg  aan would 

f i r e  and the  assault  wwld be automat ie. (87) 

The corpany mevbd up the  ridge st a b a t  1630 houm and was m a t  
\ 

by a aouple of i a d f m t i v e  burs t s  of eachine p i s t o l  f ire.  Tbe assaul t  

Begam and the Germs t i r e d  t o  surrender, but  as  s a a  as  one would 

get onto h is  f ee t ,  he was cnt d m  by the intense r i i l e  f i re .  Some 

GerMas were able  t o  surrender honffsr aad they were o a i n g  baak 

through t h e  rifle platoons with t h e i r  hands on t h e i r  h d s .  The r i f l e  

platoens d id  not bother t o  dispatch m d s  f a r  thsll u they were ia- 

teat upon reaching Derrenbaoh and t h e  heulses. S t  was a strange si@ 

anl fo r  a memat a t  t h i s  point,  it was hard t e  central  the  attaok. 

As the  men were mewing t o n a r d  the  Garmaaa were t rying t o  move t o  t h e  

rear  of the  f o m t i o n  without being shot. rhe reports of prisoaers 

taken dnrlag t h e  morning were found t o  be approxlmately correat as 

t h i r t y  more prisoners were taken off the  ridge by B Ooqany a d  it ja 

utimated that about ten or twelve were k i l l e d  or rounded and left  

on the  ridge. (88) 

The at tack had been preceded by a bat ta l ion barrage of artill- 

ery, requested by the  B Company Forward Olisener. The attaok had 

progressed so  rapidly tha t  t h e  forward elements of the  1st platoon 

were now elmost t o  the barrage. L im~tmant  Smith radieod t h e  f i r e  

diruetion center t o  stop the barrage. At t h i s  point oompany control 

was lo s t ;  the  Bd plat00n seeing t h e  roofs of the  h w s w  in  Dorrcmbaoh 

a t  the foot  of the  nact draw broke in to  a rw. m e  1st platoon pulled 

around in baek of them and t h e  t m n  was entereal by the eorpany in 

o o l m .  The barrage waa s t i l l  f a l l i n g  en the  ridge abeve t h e  t w n  

(87). (88) Personal Bnorrledge. 



whsn the  company closed in  t h e  houses. (89) 

The msn surged throagh the  l i t t l e  t e w ~  mad a German wag= t r a i n  

of supplies and oqui&sont was siesed en t h e  =In road of t h e  torn. 

The O e r l ~ ~ n s  off'ered no r e s b t a n c e  and it ww found that several  Goman 

kitchen crews aad a r p ~ l y  personnel were in t h e  twlr d4 tb rifle- 

men would u t e r  the  houses, Germane weuld erne out and swrender* 

Apprarimately 100 p r i s o n u s  were taken In t h e  .ad rash i a t e  DorrM- 

bath* (90)  

The C q a n y  was reorp.niwtl and by leOO hours, Qompany C hed 

closed i n t o  t h e  torn over the  saae rowte ueed by Oonqgrrsly B ia t h e  

attack. The h i l l s  around the  to*m were registared with a r t i l l e r y  

f i r e  by Lientenant Smith. The company garrisered t h e  houses on t h e  

outskir ts  of the torn  and prepared t o  defend the  tam. (91) 

The Battalion Oonrsnder and t h e  remainder of the  Battalion 

moved into the  town about an hour later.  Two platoons of Company A 

hrd bean placed on t h e  flank8 of t h e  r a t e  Fato town t o  pra t sc t  it. 

(981 

The Germans continued t o  pound Dorrabach thrsughout the  night 

with a r t i l l e r y  and mortars, but no c o u n t e r a t t ~ k s  or e n u y  @&ion 

- other than the  she l l ing  was acpbriuloed. (93) 

Abmt 0900 hours, a B  Yaroh 1940, t h e  3d Battalion ef t h e  US4 

Iniantry m o v e d  thrwgh porrenbach t o  g p l o i t  t h e  bra&-threugh, thusly 

the  11&1 -&try had brsrohed the Siegfried U e .  (94) 

'PO look baok over t h e  operation: The most outstanding obaer- 

Vation on t h e  writer's p a A  ia the  mmmnt of phjrrieel mdurance re- 

(89) A d ,  Persoar1 knowledger (=), (91) Plreonal ~ o w l d g e $  (92) 
MI Porsenal knmledge; (93) 1.4, Personal Lnowldgs; (94) h 3 ,  
W, lr6. 
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quired of an mrantryEan in an operation of t h i r  type. The iaw of 

Campay B, after a severe two day b a t t l e  in Wrtswil ler ,  were required 

t o  maroh some 25 milee through delaying actions snd oontinue the a t task  

into the Siegfr ied Line. The need fo r  a p e d  ia the  operation presented 

r e s t  or re l ie f .  It omnot be seen hen t h i s  strain could have been p r b  

vented witheut additional trocps. 

The f a i l u r e  on the  Company &misander% par t  t o  eqtlip h i s  man 

properly f o r  t h e  at tack amd previde proper shoe8 caused muoh staffer- 

ing tha t  should have been rereseen and avoided. Sui tab le  show 

could have been made available if they had been requested from Regiment. 

The night a t tack into the dragons tee th  of the  Siegfried Line 

was not am operat ion which -any El c w l d  be proud of. The inetrucr- 

t ions received from the  Battalion 8-3 l e f t  t h e  whole a t tack  in a hase 

ef uncertainty. If the  a t tack nsa t o  sucoeed. the  tanks were t o  play 

a v i t a l  par t  in  preventing it. The tanks cotlld be heard mwing i e r  

m i l e s  and t h e  presence o i  a brass band a m l d  not have crusrb mere 

at tent ion from the  Germans. The 0 0 0 ~ ~  B Cemmander oan be thankful 

t ha t  he had a f ine  greup of noa-oomaissiond officers with h i .  be- 

cause the  ordvr f o r  the withdrawal f rm the  dragons tee th  was a hasty 

and baaomplebe one and it was the  aggrusivo action on t h e  par t  of the  

nan-commissioned officera that prevented t h e  aaapury from being disorgaa- 

Uea. Hewever, neither L nor B Qompanies suffered cama l t i ea j  t h e  reason 

being the  speed by which t h e  withdrawal was completed. 

The awewant t o  t h e  38 Battalion's posit ion was a planned, well 

coordinated move. The attack through the 3d Battalion waa a very has t i ly  

planned aetaak, but Compas~ B knew what it was t o  do Md did  it. 

The decision of t h e  BegiPental Commander, Colonel George P1. l;Jnoh, 



a s  t o  the select ion of t h e  route t o  the  36 Battalion a t  Grassberg, was 

an aggressive and risky me. Speed was of the  essonoe. Auy other r m t e  

would have been too  long t o  permit success. 

It is not believed tha t  Company B c m l d  have made t h e  bold f r o n t a l  

assaul t s  tha t  it did on the a1 )larch 1945 against well organized and 

disciplined troops. The Germs opposing t h e  l e t  Battalion* U&d In- 

fan t ry  were not up t o  t h e  standard of Cerowl troops e n c w t e r e d  in t h e  

e a r 4  pa r t  of the  rmr. Horsvsr, it is believed tha t  t h e  tac t ics  w e d  

were appropriate asd t ha t  t h e  method of assault  used saved casual t ies  

and allowed the  am t o  use the i r  f i r e  power* 

Company A's f a i l u r e  t o  take pillbax Mo. 9 dslayed t h e  advsace 

by about six hews.  Had the Battalion Colnnander ordered Oonpany B 

t o  make a flanking attack on t h e  bat, it is believed the bec could 

have been taLen. Had a m t a c t  been maintained between A and B Companies, 

the boec wmld have quiokly been surroturded and eliainated. 

It is noted tha t  Oompaay B did not have .any Eagineers attaahed 

f o r  the operation, Events proved tha t  they would have been of no 

benefi t  under the  circwmtanaes. However, it was lucky they were Ia0t 

needed since they were not there. 

k t i l l e r y  support w a s  an important factor  in the  a t tack  at 

Grasslmrg. The olose coordination of t h e  Ar t i l l e ry  Forward Observer 

a d  the Company Commander was of r v n t d d  benefit t o  t h e  Corlpeny. The 

shif t ing of t h e  barrage above Dorreabaoh could not have beon perforred 

without t h i s  coordination as t h e  attack was moving so  fast. 

Had the  Germans cwersd  t h e  fa l len  t r e e  barr iers  with em11 arum 

f i r e  or a r t i l l e r y ,  they would have iacreased the i r  efPeotivene66 great ly  

and would have delayed t h e  1st B 8 t t a l i k m t 6  re la t ive ly  quick victory. 



To look over the  score of the  operationr Company B, 1426 Xm 

fantry had smashed t h e  Siegfr ied Line and had mute t h e  f i n a l  break 

which allowed the  36th Division t o  continue on it's mission in to  t h e  

Rhine Plaitme. The company had taken between 100 and 150 prisoners 

and had k i l l e d  f i f t een  or more Germans. The company received casual- 

t iea of two men ki l led,  two officers exid six enlisted i e n  wounded. 

The Regimental Commander of the 16ad Xnfantry, Colonel George 

E. Ignch (now on the General Staff of Army Field ~ o r b e s ) ,  wrote t h i s  

about the  B Company attack in Dorrenbach. *The action of Company B 

21 March 1945, i n  f ighting through the  Siegfr ied Line t o  Dorrenbach 

was an inspired one in which t h e  combination of company esperi t ,  

ooolnes s and daring ovmcaae a l l  obstacles with iaoredibie spJLodm. 

By War Department General Order, Humber 37,. 1946, t h e  1026 

Infantry was c i t ed  fo r  outstanding perforlnance of duty in action 

at  the Siegfried Line, Vissembourg-Dorrenbaoh arere 

Some of the  lessons e*phasised by t h i s  operation are: 

1. To &hieve success in an attack, it ie necessary tha t  an 
.II"C"".._ . . 

understood plan, though it may be Brief, be giveu t o  every member -- C - r ~ - % ~ *  

In  the  organisatiem. 

work upon commitment. - 
3. E.ploying t h e  maximum mount of f i r e  by every weapon in  

the  r i f l e  company during t h e  asaault, w i l l  lessen casualt ies end 
-- Y--"._II 

mmp.** -U1-x rm 

(95) Statement of Colonel George EE. Ignoh, thvn Commander of 1426 
Infantry, 36th Divis ion, on l0 January, 194% 



d the  attaok. 

4 Fir ing from t h e  hip, by the  riflemen, in t h e  general dime- 
. L . L L - - m d  

t i on  of the  eney ,  w i l l  keep the enemy pimed t o  t h e  grow..&, a l l m i n g  - -"-, - w - c  -m'-m-- 

t h e  assault t o  mwe f o m u d ,  

5. It la  imperative t h a t  pr ior  t o  an at taak,  the Cempany 00QB. -- -- 
mder consider wary  webtua l i ty  in regard t o  clothing snd equipment. 

~WF"PXMI'.-"- ---̂ ?-- --.*l- -* _Y., . . -.* .*ICn-* 

ing of non-camaisaiened o i f ioers  t o  fill vaeanoies should be planned 

f o r  in a t ra ining program. 

7 ,  The value of t h e  Ya r i f l e  and its f i r e  power should be in- 
-I- - - T L - 4 ~ ' ~ * - , a  *--- --%*.%wa&7--,- 

e t i l l d  ln every Dlfantrgr*a. 
-r-%.-6-*h~~ u w  

8. Anticipated ammunition and supply requirements sheald never -.---.,- i*rgar---mnmnmnmn-"~ 
--" be wuloekad,  wen a t  platoon and squad lerols. 

-.%."- 

9. Persoasel from suppertlag uu ehoald, p r ior  t e  an qera t ion ,  
"-- -- 

be acqtlaintul with t h e  .-ern o i  t h e  or$anisation, persena l i t iw sad 
I* . "- 'C. - v*---- * * I p X ~ R 9 , .  *.C 

procedaren of t h e  orgaaisation 

10, Dense i a l l e n  t r ees  oar, be sa Ufoet ive  obstacle t o  Infantr~r  
-.----w---*"* 

11. Loss o i  conplate ooqpany control o m  be arpeoted for  short  - "arvu ---'.+?a 

h t e r v a l s  daring a fast moving attaelc. IaitiaBive and oo-d must 
*+,..-u-- " . - -  m =%la. 

be orpeoted of platoon l e d e r e  and non-eemmiasiond o f f i o e r a ~  

12. Speed is a v i t a l  i aa to r  in en Infantry atturk. Emmediate .--.& r * m r - P L  

deeislens muat be made and any mothod ts s p e d  t h e  at t rok muat be 

13. The use of tanka in a n i g t  attack w i l l  deoroase the  e l m t  
---.----.I- --- .' 

e t s r t rp r i so  an4 porni t  the en- t o  deteet  norameat. 
-- . n- 

"a% # 


